Peoria County Farm Bureau
Public Relations Committee Meeting Minutes

March 22, 2011


The Peoria County Farm Bureau Public Relations Committee met in the Farm Bureau auditorium on March 22, 2011 at 6:00 pm.


Members attending: Ed Hasselbacher, Margaret Hasselbacher, Ron Hohenbery, Susan Vonk, Pat Janssen, Butch Ferrell, Doug Fehr, Richard Carroll, Carroll Carroll, Dick Trumpe, MaryEllen Strode, Becky Schotthofer, and Ted Harding.

Guests attending: Patrick Kirchhofer.


Minutes from the February 17, 2011 meeting were read. Butch Ferrell moved to approve. Ed Hasselbacher seconded. Motion carried.


Regarding the Farmers Breakfast, Susan Vonk and MaryEllen Strode suggested leaving an empty seat at the end of the table for wheelchair accessability. Ed Hasselbacher suggested seating the people row by row rather than hodge-podge all over. Numbering the tables, roping off tables, having at least 3 people available to usher and/or seat people, get 4 rubber tubs for dish removal, either disconnect the batteries of the large tractors or have someone continually turn off lights. 
From the breakfast Dick Trumpe moved to donate $450 to Lions club, and Dunlap 4-H Club $50. Ed Hasselbacher seconded. Motion Carried.
Regarding Food Check-Out Day, Susan Vonk said the day went well.

Discussed the new Farmer’s Image billboard’s positive effect.

Discussed the Arthur Trip, good sign-ups going.

Family Portraits – 236 scheduled sittings over 3 days.

Proctor Hospital Health Fair is scheduled for March 30, but will be cancelled if sign-ups do not increase.

Stroke Detection is set for May 5. There has always been good numbers signing up. Dick Trumpe suggested putting an article in the news letter re: Stroke Characteristics.

Heart Of Illinois Fair – Richard Carroll suggested using “Safe Food” banner such as the one used on the billboards, as a backdrop to the PCFB booth. Becky Schotthofer asked if Extension would be interested in a cooking/nutrition class, a Master Gardener, etc. Use the Wheel Game with a more focused message. The obstacle course mentioned last meeting could be done with charity organizations as teams with an agricultural theme. Dick Trumpe and Becky Schotthofer were concerned that the idea of kids hunting in shelled corn in a tank was a dangerous liability. A bag throwing game was suggested. The barn backdrop is a good idea for a photographer. Patrick will look into a Farm Bureau member who is a photographer who might use the opportunity as advertising. Dick Trumpe moved that a committee should work on expanding these ideas for the Heart Of Illinois Fair. Richard Carroll seconded. Motion carried. The committee will be Becky Schotthofer, Susan Vonk, Pat Janssen, Ron Hohenbery, Carroll Carroll and Richard Carroll.

Butch Ferrell moved to adjourn at 8:00 pm.  Susan Vonk seconded. Motion carried.






Respectfully submitted,







Carroll Carroll
